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Ramsar Wetland of Lakes Koronia and Volvi 

 

Litohoro / Lake Koronia  / Lake Volvi  /Thessaloniki 

 

8:00  Depart Litohoro for the Wetland of  Lakes Koronia  and Volvi . 

9:30-13:30 Tour around Koronia and Volvi. Koronia Lake: bird-watching (Flamingos). Stop 

at Nea Apollonia (Volvi Lake): bird-watching, coffee break.  Stop at the 

Information Centre: slide show , guiding, Monument of Nature (Plane Tree of 

Apollonia) and Riverine Forest of Apollonia. 

13:30 Depart for Thessaloniki (taking the lakeside road, north of Lake Volvi ). Stop at 

Mikri Volvi:  Light lunch. Stop at the Monument of Nature (Plane Tree of 

Scholari). Birdwatching: grey heron colony. 

16:00-17:00 Return to the hotel. 

 

    

Lake Koronia                                                 Lake Volvi 

The wetland of the lakes of Koronia and Volvi in Northern Greece represent a unique landscape of 

rare natural beauty with an extraordinary array of wetlands and ecosystems. The areaôs tremendous 

ecological importance has been recognized worldwide: both lakes are protected by the international 

Ramsar Convention, and have been designated as Special Areas of Conservation for wild fauna and 

flora by the EU. 
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The variety of seasonal swamps, streams, forests, aquatic thickets, reeds and freshwater marshlands 

have created a mosaic of incomparable beauty and amazing variety that every nature lover would fall 

in love with. This complex variety of ecosystems with the beauty of flamingos, pelicans, grebes, 

herons and a remarkable diversity of animals, plants and birds is captivating, yet sadly under-

appreciated and endangered.  

 

Unparalleled biodiversity in the region 

      

     

 

The region boasts astounding biodiversity of both species and habitats: There are 800 different plant 

species in different habitats surrounding the wetland. These include 340 different aquatic plant 

species, 13 of which are considered rare, as well as 248 bird species, 14 reptile species, 34 kinds of 

mammals, five amphibian species and 22 species of fish. Some species are indigenous to the region, 

and many are protected by international conventions. Sadly, some species such as the otter Lutra 

lutra seem to have become extinct. 

The lakes are a hot spot for migrating birds, as well as an ideal wintering station and breeding haven 

for many birds and eagles overall. From the white stork and long-legged buzzard to the rare Egyptian 

vulture and Dalmatian pelican, the area is prized by serious birdwatchers and environmentalists.  
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Attractions:  

 

 Lake riverine forest at Apollonia: 

 

 

It is located to the Southern shore of Lake Volvi and covers an area of about 35 ha. This is the only 

area in Greece where one can admire a rare example of cohabitation, the White stork (Ciconia 

ciconia) and the Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) which build their nests together. Extensive logging has 

destroyed much of the original forest, and today only a few remnants remain: precious remnants of 

enormous old riverine forests. 

 

Among the most predominant trees, are the white poplar (Populus alba ) and Plane trees (Platanus 

orientalis). The western part of the forest supports an important area of Alder (Alnus glutinosa) and 

White poplar (Populus alba) that form the rare Alnopopuletum community.  
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 Riverine forest of Rentina 

 

In the valley of river Rihios to the east of Volvi, there is the thick riverine forest of Rentina, with 

planes, willows, oleanders, chaste trees and other plants able to grow in the water-saturated soil. Running 

waters, plants and animals, all together with the rocky slopes and the small ravines, form an outstanding 

habitat and a site of exceptional beauty.  

The philosopher Aristotle, one of the greatest thinkers of all times, built his philosophical school in that 

green valley of the Rihios River. 

 

 

 Protected Monuments of Nature:  

The two Plane trees at Scholari 

 

Close to the Village of Scholari between the two lakes Koronia and Volvi, the visitor will certainly be 

impressed by the view of two huge perennial plane trees, which support large colonies of grey heron. 

http://www.ornithologiki.gr/en/sppe/enpnat.htm#mnh
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The Plane Tree of Apollonia 

Near to the village Apollonia there is a centuries-old Plane tree which according to tradition, Apostle 

Paul taught just under the foliage of this huge tree. Its historical importance is great and is well known as "St 

Paul Step". 

 

 Nymphopetraôs  rock formations  

 

Near to the village of Nymphopetra, there is a remarkable natural formation of rocks made from silicates; 

these silicates were produced by jets of super heated water thermally altering the surrounding rock strata. 

The springs have long since disappeared from the area, but the silicates still remain. As the popular 

tradition has it, this chain of rocks was a bridal procession which was petrified as a punishment. 

  

 Hot springs and thermal baths  

The country, especially near Lagadas and Apollonia, is noted for its hot springs. The place was resorted 

to for medical treatment by bathing since the time of Romans. Baths still operate in the city of Lagadas and 

Nea Apollonia village.  

 

Customs: 

On the day of Aghios Konstantinos and Heleni, (21
st
 of May) the visitor will be astonished at the sight 

of the inhabitants of Lagkadas walking on red ïhot charcoal! This tradition has its roots in ancient rites 

honouring the god Dionyssos.  

 

 

 


